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I. N. 

Ecauſe Chriſt Jeſus the KING and LAW-GIVER to his people hath 
aid, Swear not at all, Mat. 3. And it is leſt upon record for our 
practiſe, and is ſo ſure that no averment lies good againſt it ; 
which do&rine was pratticed — the Apoſtacy, and promoted 
by the Apoſtles in their day, a Hay be ſeen, Janet the 3. which 
may ſerye ſor an anſwer (in this caſe) unto them that plead for (wearing, 
as Chriſt ſaid upon another occaſion, which was permitted in the old time 
of the law, but was not ſo from the beginning; ſo Chriſt the Truth re: 
deems his children out of the fall, and all that have come in by it unto 
himſelſ, who hath commanded his followers not to ſwear at all, 

II. Becauſe in the Old time, whenſwearing was uſed according to God's 
command, expreſſed in the Law of Moſes, and alſo inſtanced by the Apo- 
file Paul, who wasaJew and wrote unto theJews, untowhom he nine 
in his Epiſtle, both the end and uſe of (wearing in thoſe times and caſes 
wherein it was uſed ; who knew veiy well what was Ceremonial and Tipi- 
call, and what was Mora! and Perpetual,and therefore mentioneth an Oath 
in his Epiſtle aforeſaid by way of figure and fimilitude, which he inſtanc- 
eth in the particular practice of it at that time, ſaying, An Oath for confir- 
mation is to them the end uf all ftrife : and ſo Chriſt, Gras Oath and Covenant, 
(the 2 all ſhadows and figures) puts an end to all ſtrife and vari- 
ance een God and that man, which takes hold of Chrift, and receives 
him into the heart by the living faith, whereby he hath ſtrong conſolati- 
on according to the ſaying of the: Apoſtle, whoſe end in mentionin 
ſwearing in that 6. of Heb. is only by wy allafim and ſimilitude, — 

roves no more a neceſſity of the lawfulneſs or continuance of ſwearing 
becauſe he mentions the word Oath) then mens living in ſtrife proves 
the lawfulneſs or neceſſity of the centinuance of (trife, becauſe in the ſame 
place he mentions the word ftrife alſo; the which, if it ſhould be conclu- 
ded from his words, would make the Apoſtle a Tranſgfeflor, and 
guilty of building again the thing that he deſtroyed in his Epiſtle, elſe- 
where, who concluded the Cortnthrans as Carnal, and that not only becauſe 
they walked as men, (which he blames them for_) but alſo becauſe they 
lived in ſtrife and envyings, c. So that all which the forementioned place 
Heb. 6. proves, is, only this, that when an Oath was uſed ia old time a- 
mo ſt the Jews, according to Gods appointment, it was in thoſe caſes 
which would put an end to ft:ife 3 and fo is of authority ſufficient to con- 
demn all Oaths now, that are either uſed where there is no ſtrife at all, or 
elſe in thoſe caſes wherein Oaths are taben, and the ſtrife not ended, which 
if obſerved, the Oath of Obedience cannot juſtly be required. 

III. Becau e when (wearing was in uſe as aforeſaid, we never read in 
holy writ, that any of the Kings of Iſrael were either made by an oath, or 
required an oath of thoſe people that were to be ſubject to them; neither 
was it required (upon ſuch a penalty at now it is) either by the Common Sta- 
ture Law of England, untill KING James his time, upon occaſion f the 
Gun-powder-Plot ; which OATH was made by the PARLIAMENT as the like- 
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lieft expedient C in that juncture . ) to prevent like deſignes, and alſo 
to ſind out the POPES Alliances and Emiſſartes in theſe Kingdoms; as may 
be ſeen both by the Preambles to the Statutes, and _—_— the ſabſtance 
and contents of the faid Oath 3 and not w — thoſe that are True 
Proteſtants, who were not tainted with that curſed P. iſb Principle of 
breaking fairh with an - Heretick , and dep2ſing excommunicated PRINCES, 
a5 may by the Statute afgreſaid, much leſs thoſe who could not 
ſwear at all in conſcience to an , becauſe Chrift hath forbid it. 

IV. Becauſe God commands Subj & iam and Obedience to Magiſtracy, and 
all his commands are equally to be obſerved ; for the breach of one renders 
2 man guilty of all : and how a Magiſtrate can (in Juſtice and righteouſ- 

"neſs) ſwear men tothe obſervance of one command, more than to all the 


reft (without partiallity) doth not to good conſcience and right reaſon appear, _ 


exceptthe honour and ſafety of Rulers, ſhould be preferred before the 
glory of God. 8 : . a 
V. Becauſe the Ruler - proſeſſing Chriſtianity, and his Subje#s alſo proſeſ- 


ſing the ſame, it ought not to be ſuppoſed that that God (whom the true 


Chriſtians worſhip) who hath by an inſtin&in nature obliged relations 
fofirmly, that he hath never * any other ſecurity ſor the perſor- 
mance 92 that bond which he him el hath made; And would ir 
not be accounted prepoſterous and abſurd for to ſwear a Child to bis Father 
or a Wife (upon marriage) to ber husband; and is it any whit leſs abſur 
and needleſs to ſwear a true Chriftias ſubject to a Chriſtian King? ſeeing 
the Command of God no leſs requires Obedience to him, then to the other 
relations; and doth not this promiſe as much, or more belong to him 
that rules for God, as to any particular Chriſtian, viz. Who - ſhall harm 
you, if you follow that which is good? And will not God puniſh Rebellion 
as the fin of witchcraft, which is ſecurity ſufficient for 4 Chriſtian Prince? 
and therefore ought not to impoſe an Oath upon them, who cannot ſwear 
for conſcienceſake. | S 

VI. Becauſe an oath, in this caſe, hath been found by experience ro be 
inſufficient, as to anſwer the end for which it is given; and therefore, for 
the refuſing of in true Chriſtians as aforeſaid. r thſe that cannot ſw2ar at all) 
ought not to make them liable to the penalty of the Statute; and to prove 
that it is not able to anſwer rhe end aforeſaid; witneſs all tho at any time, 
who have been found in rebellion againſt the King, who have they been 
but the Swearers, and Lyars, and Covenant breakers ? fo that their Oaths 
have been of no mare nſe to them, than to beget a perſwaſion in them- 
felves, that now their Prince is ſatisfied concerning their Loyalty, and they 
— plot with leſſe ſuſpition; and ſo with Juda will cry, Hail Maſter, 
2 : kiſs Him, that they may get their Rewards, and bring their Deſignes to 
paſs. + 


VII. Becauſe he that ſwears, is either a T ue man, or 4 falſe ; ifa True man, 
his Honeſty without an Oath, engageth him to per fu mance; but if 4 fa ſe 
man, he will ſweg/, rather than ſorſeit his Liberty and Eſtate; and ſo his 
Oath doth but ſave himſelf, but is no ſecurity te the King 3 and it may eaſily 
be uppoſed, that he that will ſwear for his own advantage, any, will not 
refulc to plot, when he may do it, as he thinketh, for his own preſerment, 
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eſpecially confidering, he that (wears — and yet proves a Traitor, 
re 


is no more puniſhed., then he that commits Jreaſon, and ſwears not at all; and 
therefore ſceing SWEARING cannot bind 4 Knave, and GOODNESSE 
will bind an honeft man, what ſound reaſon then can be given, why the 
good man ſhould be fo ſeverely puniſhed, onely, becauſe he cannot ſwear 
at all ? Ae. f 

VIII. Becauſe the OATH” of Judges and Fuſtices, which io do equall 
Law and Execution of right to all the Kings [wing Subject:; which Oath 
is not obſerved. except the Judge — * put a difference between 
them, who only reſuſe to (wear, becauſe all Oatbs a e firbidden, and thoſe 
who refuſe to ſwear becauſe Allegiance is required; far the ene likes not the 
thing ſworn to, and the others owns the thing, but deriies the Oath; and to 
puniſh him that denies to ſwear in the one ſence, equally with him, who 
reſuſeth to (wear in the other ſence, is neithe execution ot equal law, nor 
right, and ſo not according to their Oaths aſoreſaid, 

TX. - Becauſe that the Kings ſaſety depends, not upon ſwearing, but upon 
performing the thing ro which the Oath is required, and if that be given, 
or ald, the end 1s anſwered, though there be m ſwearing at all, and 
therefore the penalty for not taking che Oath, ought not to be impoſed 
on them, who refuſe to ſwear in conſcience to an Oath, eſpecially confi 
ring the Law hath provided another penally ſor them, as in cates of bigh 
Trec ſom, if guilty thereof; and to require two ſecurities for dne debt, 
ſeemes to be unreaſonable, and is no leſſe ab ſurd, than for a man, who hath 
# juſt debt owing unto him upon a bond, which debt is proffered to be paid 
according to the contents of the bond, but will not be received (by the 
Creditor J except the perſon will firſt SWEAR to perform the ſame. 

X. Becauſe co-puniſh ſo ſeverely, as tothe loſs. of Liberty and Eftate for 
the refuſall of a Ceremony (as it is called by the impoſers thereof) and 
that denyed out of conſcience to Chriſts command, is contrary both to 
the nature and end of the law, which is to puniſh for offences; and therefore 
to ſtand upon the Letter or Ceremm , when the Truth and SubRance there- 
of is anſwered, is to make the Law become erue ll. to bill and deſtroy, and not 
merciſull to ſave 3 which is all one, as if a man ſhould ſay, the Sun war only 
to ſcorch and burn, and not to warm nor give lights and as if the earth ſhould 
be ſaid only to bury, and not to bring forth encreaſe. a 

XI. Becauſe it hath been obſerved: by Statutes, as in the Stat. of the 
firſt of Queen Mary, that love and honeſty binds ſtronger to Kings and Gover- 
nours, than the ſeverity of Laws, made with extream pains and 11gorows pu- 
niſhments, for not obeying their Soveraign, Ruler and Governour, &c. And 
therefore the Oab of Obedience, which was made by the PARLIAMENT 
(as in anger and haſt) againſt the Papiſts, being — thereunto by the 
Gunpowder Plot, the occaſion of making that Statute, &c. And therefore 
ought not (in the coole of the day.) to be ſtood _ according to the for- 
malities of it, the ſubſtance being kept to: Betides, in the third part of 

COOK'S Inſtitutes, cap. 74. he ſaith, That there were certain Chriſtians 
That had ſpoken againjt the worſhipping of Images, In Fuſtification of 'Gods 
Command (as many do now againſt ſwearing at all, becauſe Chriſt hath for- 
bid it) yet notwit ing, then as now, thoſe. poor Chriſtians were by 


the Biſhops of that time, ſworn to worſbyp Images; «which OATH, ſaith 


Cook, 


(8) 
Cook, was 4gamſt rhe expreſs Commandaf G, (and thereſore ought nor to 
have been impoſed) 4nd the Lam of rhe Nation, b2canſ» they had no warrant to 
miniſter the Jam: And if ih was candemned in that day, and that by the 
Cbief Juſtice f ENGLAND — alſo: is calted the Oracle of rhe La 
ic may well be hoped; that rhe like eri practiſe will not he juſtified in 
this time of greater light; although ſome plead for ſwearing NOW" a 
gaimt Chriſt t nme, as fomie dic TMN for the worthipplitig of Atiages 
gainſt God's Command. * * Tr | 


XH. Becauſe, to t4be away mens Liberties and Eſtates, becauſe they can-. 


not ſwear at all, cannot be drawn into example for ethers, except to 
teach them to ſwear, which they are apt enough to do without exam: 
ple; for the Rule of the Law is, Para ad ut morus ad anmes peru nil 
at ; The puniſhment is roa few, that all may four 5, which is not obſerved in 
this caſe, becauſe the puniſhment for-refuſmg ro ſway A all, cannot be- 
come an example to deter men from committing of Treaſon; and there- 
| fore the penalty aforeſaid, oughit not to be inflified, as in the caſe of 
Cook's zd part of Inſtitutes, where he mentions a man committing Treaſon, 
if be prove not Sanz Memoriz, he ſhall not br'called th anſwor ; or if after 


udlgement hr becomes 0, he ſhall not be executed: and the reaſon given by + 


cho, is, ibroauſe it cannat be an example to dibers;, which reaſon ts muc 
more true in the caſt i hand. 3.910 0:9 VE. 

XIII. Becauſe it was 4 Brand upon J eroboam, the Son of Nebat, that 
be cauſed Iſrael to fin, Which he did, by cauſing them to worſhip the 
Calves, at Dan, and Bethel, which he had ſer up, though under a plau? 
Gble pretenoe (as mayibd ſeen by the' N yet norwirhſtanding their o- 
beying his command, this thing was their ar 8e in e manner 
would ie be ſin no in them, who tan ſwear ut all, betuuſe Chriſt hath 
commanded ſo, if they Hould take the Owth of Allegiance,” or any other 
Oath Which hie hath forbidden J 

XIV. Becauſe the proceedings of the Miniſters of the Law, are, and 
have been more Irregular n their apptehending and ſecuring of rhoſe per- 
ſons unta hom they tender the Oarhs," thin the ir dial do take the Oaths 
may be doe med to hej becauſe the firmer is againſt the very fundamen- 
tal Lawes of Magna Ubarta and the Pot, Right; with ſeverul other 
Lawes, that are expreſly againſt he ſearching if mens houſes, and ſecu- 
ring "of their perſms by Soldiers of Armed men, in thentimes of peace as 
alſo is ſignified by the Kings late Proclamation, where he ſaith, Thi for 
the future, ſucts things ſhalÞ an be graf e,, und if any dv, they ſhall incu? 
bis diſplzaſune, aud he procevehid agtvift ne cord ½,ð Law 5 which is fuch 
an imp ic um as amouptꝭ t an affirmation, chat What -=_ been done 
hitherto in that kind; 15'comtrasy to Lam; | beſides an eur in the Frun- 
dation, is of-more danger then in any other part of the building : but the 
latter (which are thoſe that deny to take the Oath) is only againft a law 
made in haſt or anger; as aforeſaid, © and but againſt the Ceremm or 
formaverbalis, and not aguinſt forma legalis or ſubſtance of the ſaid Law 3 
and therefore by lex falimit, may by many degrees be better diſpenced 
withall than the former. + 

XV. Becauſe of the many differing judgements about Chriſts words, 
(/mear wit at all) which Miniſters a ſtrong ground of ſuſpicion, — 

there 


rr 


7) | 
there is a ciner, among, 4 between thoſe, who agree like rod 
and Pilate, to deſtroꝝ Chriſts words from being a commanA4 to forbid 
all fwearing 5 and yet fall out about their opinions, when they come 
to getfairly rid of his words ; for one ſaith, that Chriſte. Words (not at 
all) are meant not ſwearing in ordinary communic ati n, and ſo only extend th 2 
bid — commen ſwearing ; which cannot be Chriſts intention, 
— at was forbidded in old time, as appeareth both by two inſtances, 
he nameth himſelf, as neither to forfwear themſelves, nor to ſwear, and 
not: perform 3. and alſo when it was ſaid, Thon ſhalt not rake the Name of 
rhs- Lord thy God in vun: But Chriſts words ſorbid that that was not 
forbidden in old time, as may be ſeen by the Anallegy of the place, 
(but T ſay unto you, c.) 4 | 
Others they find fault with the Greek word 5xoe, and ſay ir may rather 
ſignify commenly, frequently, altogether, e. And fo do not only blemiſh 
the Diſciples of Chriſt, to whom he ſpake thoſe words, as if they ſhould 
be common or fre ſwearers, bur alſo caſt dirt upon Chritt himfelf, as if 
he would low his diſciples, or connive at their ſwearing ſomerimes in 
ther communication, ſo they do it but ſeldom, or now and thay, and not al- 
t or commonly, and frequently : '' And ſo would rather expoſe 
to be cenſared for- his conniving at his difciples (wearing ſome- 
times in their Communication, if they do it not commonly, c. then let the 
won ( at all) ſtand, chongh it better anſwers the OvjeRors fenſe, 
then any oſ his ſorced meanings ʒ but then all ſwearing muſt be ſorbidden, 
5 whickhis a doctrine hard to be practiſed in fuffering times, by thoſe 
who love their eue more than Chtiſt; or elſe ſuch might have known, 
that a mean Gfeciat! may know'rhat the word istranſlared right enough, 
3 and hath been fo adjudged (by them who love fwearmg as well as this 
Obedfer and better faves the Anallegy of che Text, chen any of the - 
ther ſenſes; and it will be hard for the 0bjeFor to find à Greck Word 
that fo properly fignifies, not at all, as the word in the Text; and rhere-, 
fore:C words, nit at all, may better ſtahd than theirs, who have a 
mind to ſwew.- f 5 Na te 1 
Ochers ſay Ly his words, not at all, are meant not fwedfing at dll, by 
any creature, at the hair of the Head, or Temple, c. But it is no more true 
tan the fret! becaùſe that Darth ald was condemped in the pl time, 
| for they were to ſweat only by.the living God; * befides; He thr FE 
 # by the Tenyle, fen b nth at dwells therein,” ad fajch Crit elſe whei e; 
but if this meawing wee tige che 04th they 2 werldbe made vort, 
. which is , r upon 5e, which is made of rreatnies, d paper, and 
ink, and leather, ct. and by ot upon the Evangelifts, Faccording to their 
Oath) who were men and creatures : and ſo according to this interpteta- 
tion uch make them elves rranſgreſſors,by building again by heir praft ſe 
what they deſtroyed A Opintons. * | 
"Othei's ſay; by not SWegring, kt All is meant er in the Church; bur- 
323 +0 it by Rulers of the world, Sc. and this is al- 
fo as faulſe as the reſt, and theſe eannot clear themſeſves from a cqnfede- 
racy with them, ro deſirey Chris Doctrine; becawe that which is an of- 
5, Fence in tbe Church or in a corner, is Wggrayarcd, by being cam itte in 
the world, as upon the houſe, top, TUO | : 


Others 


(8) 
hers by. not ſweari at all, is meant, -only erning Ch 
ang % alſe glaſſes, and ſayings of. the - Phariſees, not int ende hy 
7 90 was in the eld time: dey — inter- 
e from a confederacy, wt the former, 
oy the ſimplicit of Chuiſt's doctrine; for it is evident by the con- 
t, that them 2 ime were the ophers and Servants — 
= as may be ſeen, Mat. 3. ver. 21, it is ſaid by them of 
the Greek is, to them of ald time, as may be ſeen” upon the 
of the Bibles, and fo plainly intends thoſe, to whom * — 
. was Moſes and. the true Prophets, not che falle, as theſe. conſederates 
would make them: beſides all theſe ſollowis inſtantes which Chriſt 
r being Gods commands given by M; 9557 Eo ” wy 
one of Gods commands, but now is ſtraitzued by. Ch faith, He 
that is angry with his brother without 4 cauſe, A. be in age of the judge 
ment. And Verſe 27. where another Command, faith t nat cm- 
mit Adultery; Mhich is alſo ſtraitned by Chriſt in t Jo ts 
er Loo e ˖0 L gg ts fr 
bc e ——— 
ceptic by Chriſt,and.not l eo. mans will, viz. 
v. —— 4 cauſe;ʒ and the exception to 
the looking upon a Woman, is, to luſt after her; and the exception con- 
cerning Divorce, is, ſaving for the cauſe of fornication.” And therefogs ſce- 
ing in all theſe cafes the — nn pony are named, it may not be 
'fi tin the caſe of — — 


ing 
m ＋ © bys W N | 
Bades, theſe are = reſolved, to 
fruſtrate Chriſt's Command, whatſoeyer the conſequences be: aud 


therefore ir. is neither Reaſon nor Equity, that the Innocent 7 ſuffen 
by reaſon of 155 3 ; 5 3 nel 
taken rom them, e they are to aſſert Chri ſine, 
dare NN bis Commands, nor ollow a multitude todo > 
XVI., Becauſe alt 8 1 
oe it dach not follow, c ar to every 

ate requires an 


t * 

Es *. 5 the! alk ng ng Phra both 

and juſt, chat tha hg plead for, nice e (pon 
ouldbefluccd unto XL 

melycs bring to prove "he ſame, 0 or Ae t to 

they theteb 2 ent oh Chriſts 


Charge, by not on aking. N Command themſelves cing others jo 
di. And. cherefore if an Dath b. EMEA dn choca 

have neither Preſident 570 2 which pes 
able to ſave, and to deftr 2 ay ought not to eprom 
pelled by Pains 44 N leſt thoſe be grieved, for whom Chriſt di 

and the Magiſtrate take upon him ta. make that Juſt and Good, by his C 


mand, whi Reno «ir Wit ; 
A The End, 3 
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